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SUMMARY OF BILL:     Authorizes the Department of Children’s Services
to request criminal background checks, including fingerprints, from any adult
residing in a home where a child is placed with a foster parent under
emergency circumstances. If any adult residing in the home fails to comply
with this requirement, the Department shall remove the child immediately.
The proposed foster parent will pay the fee for the criminal background check.

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT:

Decrease State Expenditures - Exceeds $50,000

According to the Department of Children’s Services, it is the
current practice to require these criminal background checks.
Currently the Department of Children’s Services pays for the
criminal background checks for foster parents.  Under the
provisions of the bill, the foster parent would pay for the
background check under circumstances of emergency
placement.  Currently, the Department of Children’s Services
does not have a category emergency placement; however, using
the reasons for placement of abandonment, illness of a parent,
death of a parent, and incarceration of a parent,
approximately 900 cases may be affected.
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